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Tae Richrs OF THE 


IRELAND. 


| and Unbiaſſed by Prejudice, I take 


up now my Pen, to give my Thoughts 
relative to a Matter, that has of late been 
ſuggeſted, to have been the Cauſe, in ſome De- 
gree, of ſeveral [tumultuous Outrages and Diſ- 
 tarbatices, contrary to Decency, and to all Order 
neceſſary to any eſtabliſhed Society; I mean the 


Property of the Clergy. 
A 2 But 
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But 1 ſhall not inquire whether this Suggeſtion 
be well founded or not ? Nor whether the Clergy 
in purſuing their Rights, might not have been 
guilty of ſome Exceſs ? | 


Nor ſhall I ſearch into the Foundation of another 
Opinion deduced from ſome certain Facts, and not 
only believed, but ſupported by very reſpectable 
Perſons, that the late riotous Enormities (which 
are not yet quite ſuppreſſed *) have ariſen from 
more pernicious Principles, the deep Deſigns of 
Popery and Rebellion. | 


Whatever is the Caſe, the Manner in which thoſe 
obſcure Redreſſers of pretended, or real Grie- 
vances have acted, is altogether ſubverſive of the 
Laws of Society, and promotive of Sedition to the 
utmoſt of their Power. 


I ſhall therefore (without any ſtudied Order, or 
Exactneſs) only ſhew the Right the Clergy have in 
this Country to T ythes. And | hope to point out 
to my Brethren, the Laity, in proſecuting this 
Subject, a moſt infallible Method of never ſuffer. 


ing 


I have been informed that in Defiance of the late Act a- 
gainſt Riots, Numbers of Perſons aſſembled in the common 
tumultuous Manner, have very lately, not long before the o: 
ng of this Seffion of Parliament, drawn a Parcel of 
Tythe Hay for about two Miles, and deſtroyed it even in the 
Suburbs of the City of Kilkenny, and perpetrated many more 


| deſperate Actions, in other Parts of the Country. 


E 
ing the leaſt Oppreſſion, or rigorous Exaction from 
them. 


I I will not pretend to ſay, chat the Clergy have 
a Divine Right to a Tenth of the Produce of our 


Lands. Nor ſhall I regard any Arguments produ- 


ced from Scripture for that Purpoſe; for ſuch muſt 
be too inconcluſive and not convincing, as they 
muſt be chiefly brought from the Old Teſtament, 
and the F-wih Diſpenſation: Which Diſpenſation 
cannot bind us, nor are We to be governed by 
it's Laws any farther, than they are founded in 
common Reaſon, and natural Religion. 


But where any Religion is Eſtabliſhed in a So- 
ciety, and without Religion no Society can ſubſiſt, 
which every Man of Reflection muſt allow, (and 
therefore I ſhall not think of entering into any for- 
mal Proof of that Poſition) where any Religion is 
eſtabliſhed, I ſay, that Society is under a moral 
Obligation of ſupporting the Miniſters who per- 


form the Offices, inſtruct the People in, and in- 


culcate the ſeveral Precepts enjoined by it. 


But what that Support ſhould be, every Society 
has a Right to determine for itſelf. 


And our Anceſtors have very wiſely taken their 
Model from the Fewiſh Economy; and allocated 


a Tenth of the yearly Increaſe of our Grounds for 
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(6 ) 
the Maintenance of the Clergy ; as an Income of 
the greateſt Stability, which muſt always bear a 
juſt Proportion to the Value of Money, let the 
Riches of the Nation increaſe ever ſo much. 


For if an annual Stipend, or Sum of Money 
had been appointed even an hundred Years ago, 
for the Support of the clerical Order ; what a 
diſproportionate, and perhaps, miſerable Pittance 
mult it be at this Day from the Diminution in the 
worth of Money ? | 


And if that Stipend had been ſettled, ſeveral 
Centuries before that, how much more wretched 


muſt it be now, and altogether incapable of ſup- 


porting even ſome of the loweſt Members of So- 
ciety ? 


But our Predeceſſors here very early, and in 


England even under the Saxon Kings appointed 


Fythes, as the moſt unfluctuating, and certain 
Revenue for the Clergy, adequate to the Purpoſe: 


and though Lands might have been granted be- 


fore the Appointment of ſuch Tythes, and it might 
have been ſome Innovation and Incumbrance on 
the Proprietors of them to be made ſubject to that 
Charge, yet I can venture to ſay, that there is not 
a Tenure now extant,* that did not deſcend to its 


Pre- 


Ido not include here Lands diſcharged of Tythes, ſack 
as Abby Lands, c. but thoſe now ſubject to them. 


CF 
preſent Proprietor, liable to that Demand; and 
conſequently that no new: Tax is raiſed, nor any 

Injury inflicted on him; for he received the Grant 
of his Lands, and came into Poſſeſſion of them 
under a. Covenant faithfully to pay (I may ſay) 
thatchief Rent. 


| And this Right of the Clergy has been repeated- 
ly in ſucceſſive Times confirmed by the whole Le- 


giſlature, and frequent Laws made for the Reco- 


very of their Right, and for the Security of that 


Eccleſiaſtical Property. 


And it would be quite uſeleſs to enumerate the 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament made for that Purpoſe, 
as the Fact is not to be conteſted. 


But let us now inquire into the reaſonable Ob- 


jections that can be made againſt this Charge. 


There are only two, that carry the appearance 
of Truth or Conſequence. 


The Method of railing and collecting this 
Charge; and the Manner of ſuing for it, in the 
Spiritual Court. Fn 


It is alleried that Tythe Proctors in general, 
and the Under-farmers of the Clergy are notorious 
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Rogues, rigorous Exacters of illegal Dues, and 
Oppreſſors of the Poor; that they make the Wel- 
ders agreeing for their Tythes, not only paſs a 
Promiſory Note for the Sum agreed upon for the 
Value of the Tythes, be it ever fo ſmall, but al- 
ſo for another Sum payable to themſelves for draw- 
ing that Note. 


. lam not t inclined to entertain a good Opinion of 
thoſe kind of People, and doubt not that they, 
and every one of their Sort would ſeize upon every _ 
Advantage that offers, when they can do it with 
— 


But who is it that ſuffers in this Caſe ? Every 
Farmer knows that when his T ythe is demanded, 
if he cannot agree for it, and ſettle its Value, he 
may give it in kind; and he is alſo fully informed, 
that when the worth of it is agreed upon, that the 
Tythe Proctor's Fee muſt alſo be paid, and if the 
Tythe be not worth both, he need not make any 
Agreement for it, but deliver it in Kind : So that 
it is the Clergyman alone that ſuffers, for the 

Tythe Proctor is paid out of his Subſtance. 


Hence it is evident that no Injury can poſſibly 
ariſe to the Occupant of the Land : By giving up 
the Tythe to the Clergyman or his Farmer, it may 
diſtreſs them, and certainly render it of leſs Value 
by deducting the Expence of Carriage out of it; 
but it can never bring the leaſt detriment to the 


— 


It 


( 


It is abſolutely neceſſary (be the Voice of Riots 
and Tumult ever ſo boiſterous) that the Clergy 
ſhould employ thoſe Perſons above-mentioned ; 
they are moſtly ignorant of the Value of Lands or 
the Produce of them. 


Their Time is taken up in Study and Contem- 
plation, in inculcating the Charms of Benevolence, 
the Powers of Honeſty and Juſtice, the confident 
Boldneſs of Truth, the Perſeverance of Patience, 
and the ſolid Comforts of Religion. And if it is not 
ſo, yet ſoit certainly ſhould be; nor ſhould the 
Purſuit of other Matters, and the Diſſipations we 
ſee in ſome be attributed to the reſt : For though 
it may be better, that ſuch Perſons ſhould be em- 
ployed with their Tythe ſetting, than purſuing 


their own Devices, and degrading their Character: 


Yet certainly no Neceſſity will lie upon thoſe to 


follow the ſame Employment, who live up to the 


| Purpoſes of their Duty in improving Society, in 
recommending Virtue, and Religion, as well by 
Precept, as Example. 


No Fraud or Injuſtice can ever happen in this 
Caſe then, more than in any other Caſe of com- 
mon Commerce with Mankind. I doubt not that 
many of the Clergy (for I am ſure there is not one 
of them that gets a fifteenth, much leſs a tenth) 
Vould heartily rejoice at receiving an annual certain 
Income properly paid, and ſecured in lieu of 
Tythes, provided it was poſſible to fix a Standard 


to 
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to adjuſt that Income to the Riſe of Commodities, 
and the Fall of Money ; but this I am afraid, is 
not within the power of Human wiſdom ; and [ 
am confident that the Legiſlature will never make 
any Alteration in that ancient Right, and firmly ra- 


tified Tenure of the Clergy, without their Conſent _ 


For if the Property of every Individual is fo 


Vell ſecured to him by this our happy Conſtitution, 


that it is ſeldom changed without the Conſent of 
the Proprietor, how much more unchangeable, and 
inviolable ſhould the Eſtate of ſo large a Body of 


Men be? 


I could ſay a great deal more on this Head, but 
more Arguments would be altogether ſuperfluous 
upon ſo clear a Point. . 


"For if every Welder occupies his Ground on 
this Condition, that he gives a Tenth of the yearly 
Produce to the Clergyman of his Pariſh, which is 
the real Fact; if he cannot compound for that 
Tenth, by agreeing upon, and paying the Value 
of it to him, let him candidly, giving fair Notice 
deliver it in kind, and then the craftieſt Villain can 
never injure him. 


- 
* 


And if Tythes were aboliſhed, what Benefit 


could ariſe from thence to the poor Yeomaanry and 


Tenants ? None at all! 


The 
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The Landlords would increaſe the Prices of their 
Grounds, and be the only Gainers. 


And if Tillage is diſcouraged by this Charge, 
which is the great and repeated Objection ; is that 
a Reaſon, that the Clergy alone ſhould loſe their 
Right, or ſuffer in their chief Rent : when the 
other Leſſors will exact the utmoſt of their Dues ? 


The Prudence of Parliament has provided 
ſome, and can find out more means for its Encou- 
ragement, without injuring any one ; and Land- 
lords would think that Law a little ſevere, chick 
ſhould oblige them to abate even a ſmall Sum in 
their Rent for each Acre under Tillage. 


The ſecond Objection is to the ſueing for Tythes 
in the Spiritual Court; this Objection has certain- 
ly more Plauſibility than Force: For is it to be 
imagined that a Spiritual Judge muſt be more cor- 
rupt than a Temporal ? 


Will he not be as attentive to the: Dictates of 
Conſcience, and the intereſt of his Soul? and will 
he not be as careful and deliberate in giving Judg- 
ment? 


The inferior. Judge whether Clerical or Lay, 
knows that an Appeal lies from his Sentence to 


( 

the Metropolitical Judge, and that he is generally a 
Layman, and from him to the Dernier Reſort; 
the King's Delegates, who are almoſt altogether 
Laymen: For although a Biſhop or two may be 
appointed, yet they ſeldom attend, and therefore 
every partial and improper Conduct of his will 


not only be canvaſſed and reformed, but expo- 


ſed. 


But the Objection perhaps is not ſo much to the 
Prejudice of the Judge, as to the Tediouſneſs of the 
Proceedings in that Court. 


No doubt, the Proceedings in all Courts are too 
tedious, and it may be not leſs ſo in the Chancery 
of the Exchequer, where Tythes are commonly ſued 
for, than in the Court in Queſtion. | 


Theſe Delays in many Reſpects are indulged upon 


ſtrict Principles of Reaſon, and the trueſt Love of 


Juſtice, but the Depravity of Mankind has rendered 
thoſe Indulgences very grievous and burthenſome to 
Litigants. However the Legiſlature has lately en- 


acted a Law in this Caſe, which ordains that the 


Judge ſhall proceed ſummarily at the Petition of ei- 


ther Party in Suits for Tythes; and has alſo given 


other Advantages to cut off Protraction and Ex- 

And as this Law is upon the Point of expiring, it 
is to be hoped that it will be continued this Seſſion, 
and in ſome Part amended ; 4 


BW 
A few wiſhed for Amendments, that I think ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, I humbly preſume to mention, 


with great Deference to the learned Gentlemen who 
conſtructed this Law, 


It is enacted, that where the Perſons cited ſhall 
not appear on the firſt Citation, the Judge ſhall de- 
cree another Citation reciting the former, and inti- 
mating that whether the Party ſhall appear, or not, 
he will proceed to hear and determine the Cauſe, 
the Abſence, or Contumacy of the Perion notwith- 
ſtanding : And it ſhall be lawful for the Judge to 


proceed to hear and determine ſuch Cauſe in thirty 


Days after due Proof is made before him of the 
Service of that ſecond Citation, IN SUCH MAN- 
NER as if the Perſon ſo cited had been excommu- 
nicated for ſuch his Contempt in not appearing. 


Now the Practice certainly is, that when a Per- 
ſon is excommunicated for not appearing, he is to 
denounced excommunicate, and ſtanding out fo for 


- forty Days, the King's Writ, de Excommunicato 


Capiendo, is to be applied for againſt him, upon 
the Biſhop's Significavit, and upon his being taken 
upon that, he is to be detained in C. until he 
makes Satisfaction, and appears; 


But 


„ 
But all this Time, the Proceedings in the princi- 


pal Cauſe are reſtrained, and the Judge cannot hear 


and determine It. 


Now if the Judge, . by the . Act of Parlia- 


ment, upon the Party's not appearing as is ſaid 


above, is to proceed only in ſuch Manner, as if the 


Perſon cited had been excommunicated for not ap- 
pearing, how can the Matter of 'Tythes be deter- 
mined, when the Cauſe muſt ſtop, if Pr 


are to be the ſame AS WHEN the Perſon was 


excommunicated ? 


But this is clearly contrary to the Meaning of 


the Act, and therefore the Expreſſion ſhould be, 


that the Judge fhall proceed in SCH MANNER 
as if the Perſon had appeared, and contefted the 
Libel. 


This will clear up that apparent Contradiction i in 
the Act and aſcertain its Meaning. 


This Law opens an eafy and ſhort Way to the Re- 


covery of predial Tythes only, but leaves mixed 
Tythes ſuch as Lamb and Wool, &c. which are fre- 
quently ſubſtracted, to be ſued for in the uſual Man- 
ner; ſo that the Clergy are often obliged to inſtitute 
two Suits for the Tythes which one Perſon ſubſtracts, 
which muſt be detrimental to both Parties. 


It would be very uſeful therefore to let them ſue 
in this ſummary Way for Tythes in general, 


* 
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The Power of attaching the Party for the Sum he 
is condemned in granted to two Juſtices of the 
Peace by the 33d. of Henry VIII. is taken away 
by this Statute, and a Liberty given to ſue by 


Civil Bill for the Sum decreed for; provided it 
does not exceed twenty Pounds: So chat as to larger 


Sums, the Clergy are left to the old tedious Proceſs 
of the Law for the Recovery of them by eccleſiaſti- 
cal Cenſures: Would it not therefore be better not 
to limit the Sum ? I wiſh that the ninth Section of 


of this Statute was a little more explicit; and that it 


was fairly pointed out by what Matter or Thing 
given in Evidence, the Judge of Afſize ſhall have 
Power, to diſcharge the Party of the whole, or 
any Part of the Sums decreed againſt him by the 
Sentence of the eccleſiaſtical Court; and fo have 
Authority to annul that Sentence. 


But after all! Suits for Tythes are not ſo very 
frequent in the Spiritual Courts, the Temporal 
Courts are oftener troubled with them ; and I have 


been intimately acquainted with one Eccleſiaſtical 


Court theſe Twenty Years paſt, and never knew 
in all that Time above one Cauſe of Tythes profe- 


cuted to a Concluſion, and definitive Sentence. 


I ſhall give this Counſel to all that mean well, 
and are proſecuted for Subſtraction of Tythes in 


that Court 3 that is, upon their firſt Appearance 


there 
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there, to make a Tender of the full Value of the 
Tythes in queſtion, at the Acts, together with the 
Coſts then incurred ; and if the Plaintiff does not 
accept the Sum offered, -and cannot prove that the 
Tythes were of greater Value, he muſt be con- 
demned in all the Cofts, and ſo the Defendent will 
eſcape with Impunity. 


This ſecond Objection is then of little Weight, 
and indeed I have been much ſurprized to have 
heard Gentlemen of clear Conception, juſt Preciſion, 
and good Underſtanding uſe this Argument in this 
Caſe, why ſhou'd a ſpiritual Judge determine a ſpi- 
ritual Matter? When the Argument might juſtly be 
retorted, why ſhould a temporal Judge determine 
a temporal Matter? The REASON is very evident; 
becauſe both have the moſt competent Knowledge, 
and are the propereſt Judges in each Caſe within 
their Sphere. 


T would not by this inſinuate that Men are actu- 
ated more by Prejudice, than Reaſon, in the Point 
before us. I will not throw Reflections and ſay, 
with Clerical Zealots, that Religion is baniſhed, that 
Virtue is only a Word; that to promote Self-intereſt, 
and the Indulgence of the whole Train of Paſſions is 
the fole Purſuit of Mankind, and therefore that it 
is no Wonder, fince Religion is in Contempt, that 
the Support of its Officers and Miniſters ſhould 
be thought a Burthen, and the heavieft Grievance 
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( 192) 
to Society : That it is not the Mode of paying, 
but the Payment itſelf that gives Offence. 


Why ſhould the Clergy be ſupported in Luxury 
and Idleneſs ? is the Clamour, fay they: 


No Doubt, I ſay, they ſhould not; and as this 
is but the Clamour of a few, I hope alſo that there 
are but Few that deſerve that Cenſure: 


For if there are ſome that mifufe their Income, 
and pervert the End for which they receive it, it 
would be very ſevere to deprive others of their 
| Right on that Account: or even thoſe that are 

guilty; becauſe they are ſubject to other Penalties, 
and not to a total Deprivation of their Livings. 


It is alſo faid, but ſaid by thoſe who take poſitive 
Aſſertions for real Truths, and who have neither 
Capacities for fair Reaſoning, nor unprejudiced Judg- 
ment for diſtinguiſhing Matters ; that the Clergy 
neglect their Duty, that they regard not their Spiri- 
tual, but that their whole Attention is taken up 
with their Temporal Buſineſs : and that from thence 
Religion decays, and will at laft periſh. 


This is not only the private Inſinuation, but the 
open Declaration of many in. publick Company, 
who will ſcarcely exempt: one from this infamous 

B Impu- 
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Imputatiom. Neglects I am ſure there are, nor 
ſhall I juſtify thoſe that are guilty; or throw the 
Guilt of ſome upon the whole Profeſſion : 


If that was a Rule of acting, I know not the 
Profeſſion that would eſcape. 


But I hope and am convinced by the Candour 
of a Chriſtian, and the fair Dictates of an unpreju- 
diced Underſtanding, that the Generality of the 
Clergy are not to blame : And let me tell the Man 
of juſt Notions and true Principles of Virtue (but 
ſuch I am afraid is not the Perſon who thus cenſures) 
that it is his Duty to bring the Offender to Puniſh- 
ment. 


The Public Welfare and the Good of Religion 
demand it of him, particularly when he ſees that 
no Redreſs is ſought for this Offence by any other. 


And if his Pariſh Miniſter neglects his Duty, he 
may voluntarily promote the Office againſt him; 
and if the Ordinary is partial in his Sentence, and 
will not do Juſtice, he has his Appeal from his 
Judgment : and in the laſt Reſource (I may fay) 
to Temporal Judges, the Delegates. 


This would be acting like a Man of noble Spirit, 
and a true Chriſtian : whereas general Reflections 
to Men of Senſe prove nothing ; and argue only 
the meaneſt Malice. 


'The 
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The Commons are the 1 and almoſt im- 
mediate Guardians of the Clergy. 


Since Convocations have ceaſed, and they have 
given up the Right of taxing themſelves, they 
chooſe their Repreſentatives with the reſt of the 
People ; and therefore thoſe Repreſentatives are to 
protect and defend their Property and Privileges. 


And this preſent Houſe of Commons hath ſhewn 
their Attention to, and Care of the Clergy in this 
Reſpect: And when a Motion was made laſt Seſſion 
by a particular Member, highly reflecting upon that 
Set of Men, and imputing the Growth of Popery 
. chiefly to their Non-reſidence, a Fact that could 
never be ſupported, they oppoſed the Motion: And 
he, as candidly, like an honeſt Man, that intended 
nothing but what was Right, upon his being better 
informed, withdrew it. And ſince Reſidence is 
mentioned; I do think, at leaſt that the Clergy 
within my Sphere, reſide as much as they poſſibly 


It is a known Fact, that Glebes are in the general 
not only diminiſhed, but almoſt altogether loſt. The 
Troubles in 1641, and the ſubſequent Conduct of 


ſeveral Perſons have annihilated ſome; and curtailed 
the reſt. 


| Theſe Loſſes, with the Impropriations, have ren- 
dered many Pariſhes of little Value, ſo that Four 
1 or 


"TW 9 
or Five, epiſcopally united, amount very ſeldom to 
more than Sixty Pounds, per Ann. And theſe 
without perhaps a Church, or a Foot of Glebe, 


and in a Mountainous Country, with at moſt Two 


or Three Proteſtant Families, if any. 


beg Leave to aſk therefore, what Reſidence 
there can be in this Caſe ? None that is comfortable, 
I am ſure! 


And I am ſure alſo, that in many other more 
favourable Caſes, the Difficulty of reſiding will be 
very great on Account of the Want of Glebes. 


If therefore the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature 
would find out the Means of purchaſing proper 
Glebes, particularly for Pariſhes where there are 
Churches in Service, and a decent Number of 
Proteſtant Families, it would with the Laws now in 
being moſt effectually enforce Reſidence : |. - 


For the Clergy incited by their own Intereſt, 
would occupy their own Houſes and Lands, rather 
than Pay, it may be, an extraordinary Rent to 
others. 


And thus this Plea, or ſuppoſed Cauſe of the 
Advancement of Popery, would be removed. 


But, if Popery is really the Object of Attention, 
and the Prevention of its Increaſe the Subject of 
Confideration : 


There 
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There muſt be ſome Means found out for the 
| Converſion of the lower Claſs of Papi ſts. 5 


They are not at all diſcurſive, they are incapable 
of Reaſoning, or of comprehending the Inferences 
and Deductions that are drawn from juſt Principles; 
and if St. Paul was to argue with, or preach to ' 
them, he would have little Weight, unleſs he ex- 


erted his miraculous Powers, in feeding them with 
Loaves, or healing their Infirmities. 


Ss then is to be done: But what can 
be done? when their Ignorance is ſo great, 
their Prejudices ſo ſtrong, and the Influence their 
Prieſts have over them ſo powerful? Nothing ; until 
the Number of thoſe Spiritual Tyrants, and Sup- 
preſſors of Reaſon, is leſſened. 


For while, as now, there are above ſix of them 
(by the moſt moderate Computation) to one Proteſ- 
tant Clergyman; what can be expected? 


I now ſubmit what I wn ſaid to the Legiſlature 


in particular, and to every candid Reader in ge- 


neral: 


And I do vrofeſs myſelf, a Friend to Moderation, 
and an Enemy to Oppreſſion, but a Lover of our 
Conſtitution in Church and State. 
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And whatever my Notions of Religion are, yet 
as a Member of Society, I wiſh that the meaneſt 
Individual belonging to it, may enjoy his Right : 
And ſhall always think it incumbent on me, to 
ſupport its Laws; and in Obedience to them, ſhall 
chearfully give Tribute to whom Tribute 1s due, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, 
Honour to whom Honour. 


LOWS 


